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Submission: You will need to turn in the paper via two different links: one labelled “Argument Analysis Paper” and the other labelled “External Tool: Argument Analysis Paper” (both links are under the Week 5 tab” 
Length: 2-3 pages, double-spaced
Format: 12 pt. Times New Roman font; Double-spaced; 1-inch margins all around; Title and Name at the top of the first page (no cover pages) 

Purpose: This assignment is intended to help students with reading strategies, comprehension of complex arguments, and analyzing arguments charitably and critically. The assignment aims to address the following goals: 
(1) To guide students toward proficiency in reading and understanding scholarly arguments 
(2) To assist students with applying critical methods for analyzing complex arguments 
(3) To help students consider differing interpretations and viewpoints charitably and sympathetically 
(4) To assist students with formulating their ideas and expressing themselves cogently in writing 

Procedures and Content: 
(1) Read the assigned scholarly journal article on the day listed in the syllabus, which the professor will provide for students via Moodle. 
(2) Outline the author’s argument. 
(3) Identify one or two sentences in the article that best characterize the thesis/main point of the argument. Make sure to quote and cite the page numbers properly. 
(4) Take notes on the key points addressed in each section of the article. 
(5) Write a two- to three-page analysis of the argument that (a) identifies the author’s position and the supporting evidence the author uses to defend the thesis; and (b) provides a critical analysis of the argument of the article that connects with content learned in the course. 

Assignment Format: 
(1) This assignment needs to be submitted as a Word .doc/.docx essay submitted via the link in Moodle. 
(2) The paper should be at least two-three pages in length. 
(3) The paper should be typed and double-spaced in 12-pt. Times New Roman font. 
(4) The paper should have 1-inch margins all around (top, bottom, and left and right sides). 

Grading Rubric: 

	
	Poor = 1
	Fair = 2
	Good = 3
	Excellent = 4
	Score

	Organization 
	Often unclear and disorganized. The wording/argument is confusing and difficult to follow. Transitions between sections awkward. 
	Not always clear or concise. Organization is adequate, but weak, and sometimes difficult to follow.
Transitions between sections weak. 
	Usually clear, concise, and well organized. Most of the paper is easy to follow.
Transitions between sections usually coordinated. 
	Consistently clear, concise, and well organized. Points are easy to follow. Transitions between sections are smooth and coordinated. 
	

	Understanding of the Argument 
	Displayed a poor grasp of the argument. Demonstrated a superficial handling of the content and analysis of ideas. Little depth of thought. Mis-characterized the author’s position or unfairly criticized the author’s position without sufficient support. Did not identify the thesis. 
	Displayed some grasp of the argument.
Demonstrated adequate understanding of content and analysis of ideas but lacks depth of thought. Offered a less charitable reading of the author’s position. Did not identify the thesis. 
	Displayed a general grasp of the argument. Demonstrated good mastery of content and analysis of ideas. Accurately and fairly represents the views of the author. Good depth of thought. Identify thesis or strong candidate for the thesis. 
	Displayed an excellent grasp of the argument.
Demonstrated excellent mastery of content and analysis of ideas. Accurately and fairly represents the views of the author. 
Excellent depth of thought. Identified thesis. 
	

	Analysis of Content 
	Does not identify the author’s position at all. Offers no reasons for agreement or disagreement and fails to articulate thoroughly or clearly. Content and subject not connected to matters learned in the course. Makes inappropriate or no evaluative comments on the author’s ideas. 

	Does not accurately and clearly represent the author’s position. Offers some reasons for agreement or disagreement but fails to articulate these thoroughly or clearly. Content and subject connected only loosely to matters learned in the course. Makes inappropriate evaluative comments on the author’s ideas. 
	Represents the author’s position in a mostly clear and accurate manner (a few points may be unclear or inaccurate). Offers mostly clear and substantive reasons for agreement or disagreement. Connects some of the content and subject to matters learned in the course. Makes mostly appropriate evaluative comments on the author’s ideas. 

	Accurately and clearly represents the author’s position. Offers clear and substantive reasons for agreement or disagreement. Connects clearly the content and subject to matters learned in the course. Makes appropriate evaluative comments on the author’s ideas. 

	

	Mechanics and Syntax 
	Essay has five or more spelling or grammatical errors. Essay does not have proper paragraph breaks and/or syntax. 
	Essay has three to four misspellings or grammatical errors. Essay has some paragraphs breaks and/or a few major or minor errors related to syntax. 
	Essay is generally well written. Essay has one or two misspellings or grammatical errors. Essay has proper paragraph breaks with only minor errors related to syntax. 
	Essay is well written. Essay has no misspellings or grammatical errors. Essay has proper paragraph breaks and no errors related to syntax. 
	

	Formatting and Citations 
	Essay is poorly cited, not properly formatted according to the guidelines, and thus detracts from content. 
	Essay has missing citations and noticeable errors related to citation of material. Essay is partially formatted according to the guidelines but not entirely.
	Essay has very few errors and good citations. Essay is mostly formatted according to the guidelines. 
	Essay has no errors and has excellent citations. Essay is formatted properly according to the guidelines. 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	Total: 






